Perfect to Permissive
W H E N W E G IV E U P. . . .

1 Samuel 8:19-20
• 19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!”
they said. “We want a king over us. 20 Then we will
be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us
and to go out before us and fight our battles.” (NIV)
• 19 But the people refused to listen to Samuel’s
warning. “Even so, we still want a king,” they said.
20 “We want to be like the nations around us. Our
king will judge us and lead us into battle.” (NLT)
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Spiritual Perfection
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Plan of God
Jeremiah 29:10-14 - 10 This is what the Lord says: “When
seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come to you
and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place. 11
For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans
to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope
and a future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and pray
to me, and I will listen to you. 13 You will seek me and find me
when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by
you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back from
captivity.
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Old Testament examples for us
1 Corinthians 10:1-6 - I don’t want you to forget, dear
brothers and sisters, about our ancestors in the wilderness
long ago. All of them were guided by a cloud that moved
ahead of them, and all of them walked through the sea on
dry ground. 2 In the cloud and in the sea, all of them were
baptized as followers of Moses. 3 All of them ate the same
spiritual food, 4 and all of them drank the same spiritual
water. For they drank from the spiritual rock that traveled
with them, and that rock was Christ. 5 Yet God was not
pleased with most of them, and their bodies were scattered
in the wilderness. 6 These things happened as a warning to
us, so that we would not crave evil things as they did,
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Perfect Will
Romans 12:1-2 - Therefore, I urge you, brothers
and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and
pleasing to God—this is your true and proper
worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of
this world, but be transformed by the renewing
of your mind. Then you will be able to test and
approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing
and perfect will.
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Why did Israel ask for a King?
• Samuel's sons were not fit to lead
• Eli was held responsible for his sons (2:12)
• As long as they are in your control you have the responsibility.
• Grown up then you can't control but only can say and pray. You can't
blame yourself.

• There was dispute among 12 tribes and they had different
leaders
• They wanted to be like neighboring nations.
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Changes without complete obedience and
commitment
• Problems with a king (11-17)
• Draft young men to army
• Have young men run before his chariots
• Make slave laborers
• Taking the best of your field and vineyards
• Use your property for personal gain
• Demand 10th of your harvest and flocks
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Desire to be like others vs being unique

•1 Samuel 8:19-21 - a complete
deviation from God's intent
• Lev.20:26 - "You are to be holy to me
because I, the Lord, am holy, and I have
set you apart from the nations to be my
own."
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Prayer- Persistent

•Jesus gave us an encouragement
about prayer- be persistent
• Luke 18:1 - Then Jesus told his disciples a
parable to show them that they should
always pray and not give up.
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ASSERTIVE PRAYER
Assertive prayer is expressing to the Lord our
feelings and thoughts, with all due respect and
humility, and making our requests known to the
Lord, and leaving the results up to him. Jesus
alludes to assertive prayer, when he said, "Ask and it
will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock
and the door will be opened to you. For everyone
who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him
who knocks, the door will be opened"
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