OUR CHURCH
DISCIPLE AND LOCAL CHURCH

EPHESIANS 4:11-13
11 So Christ himself gave the

apostles, the prophets, the
evangelists, the pastors and
teachers, 12 to equip his people
for works of service, so that the
body of Christ may be built up
13 until we all reach unity in the
faith and in the knowledge of
the Son of God and become
mature, attaining to the whole
measure of the fullness of Christ.

Church and Biblical view
• Mathew 16:18- And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build
my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it.
• Mathew 28:19-20 - 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
• Acts 2:42 - They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.
• Mathew 18:20 - For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with
them.”
• Hebrews 10:24-25 - 24 And let us consider how we may spur one another on
toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are
in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you
see the Day approaching.

CHURCH AND ATTENDANCE
• An avoidable absence from church is
an infallible evidence of spiritual
decay. - Frances Havergal
• Nonattendance, in the early years of
our church, was considered one of
the most sinister of sins, because it
usually veiled all the other sins. When
someone began to be in sin, you
would expect them to stop attending.
- Mark Dever
• It takes 90 gallons of water to baptize
a Christian and only 9 drops of rain to
keep him at home!

CHURCH FOR FANATICS
Is following Christ requires us to become fanatic - a person filled with excessive
and single-minded zeal, especially for an extreme religious or political cause.

Three types of people – I Corinthians 3:1; 2:14
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LOCAL CHURCH AND INDIVIDUALISM
UNDERSTAND WHY LOCAL
CHURCH IS IMPORTANT

•
Church is a group of redeemed or saved people who
live and serve together in such a way that their lives
and communities are changed.

We live in an individualistic culture
which leads us to individualism

•

We have to do it for one another

•

Your interaction with others matters

•

Most of the gifts are for others.

•

You have to be connected and serve others

•

You have to challenge and be challenged

•

You cannot follow Christ alone to
move ahead.

•

NT 114 times church, 90 times refers to local church.

•

God intents followers of Jesus to be in a gathering
under the servant leadership of pastors who
shepherd the church for the glory of God. (
Heb.13:17)

•

We look for 'perfect place' and 'perfect people'.

•

INDIVIDUALISM TO A
COMMUNITY MINDSET

COMMITMENT TO DO YOUR PART
Commitment

Eph. 4:15-16
Nehemiah 4:6- Work with enthusiasm

Prayer

Giving

Participation

Evangelism

Fellowship

Helping Others
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